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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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What’s On in Whimple  

 
 
 

 

April 
 

  5th Easter Egg Hunt 2.00pm Woodhayes Lane – see posters for details 
5th-6th Whimple Cricket Club ‘Big Clean Up’ – 10.00am - 4.00pm. See posters 

for details 
  5th Heritage Centre opens – see page 12 
12th  Front Row Club presents ‘Philomena’ 7.00 for 7.30pm Victory Hall 
13th Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers – Easter Bingo – Victory Hall 
 Details page 36 
14th Whimple Parish Council – Annual Parish Meeting 7.00pm Victory Hall 

details page 33 
15th Planning meeting for Church Fete – details page 17 
25th Whimple History Society talk – Victory Hall 7.30pm – Yvonne Bell on 

‘Love and marriage Edwardian style’.   
26th Annual Village Litter Pick and Tidy Up – 10.00am in The Square - see 

page 11 
26th Soup and Sarnie Lunch – Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm 
 

May 
 

  3rd VPA Coach trip to the Lost Gardens of Heligan  
10th  Front Row Club presents ‘To kill a mocking bird’ 7.00 for 7.30pm Victory 

Hall 
17th VPA Spring Coffee morning and Plant Sale -10.00am Victory Hall 
31st Soup and Sarnie Lunch – Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm 
 

June 
 

14th Whimple Church Fete – details to follow 
14th Front Row Club presents ‘Blue Jasmine’. 7.00 for 7.30pm Victory Hall 
21st Midsummer Race Night in aid of Whimple School – details page 55 
21st-22nd VPA Open Gardens Weekend – details page 51 
26th Whimple Cricket Club 1.00pm Devon Under 17 Ladies vs. Wales Under 

17 Ladies in a limited overs match – see page 15 
28th Soup and Sarnie Lunch – Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm 
28th Whimple School Summer Fayre – details page 21 
 

July 
 

6th-12th Village week 
  6th Tony Hawks at the Victory Hall with On a Whim Productions ‘Fridges 

frolic and films’ – see posters for details 
  8th Walking Treasure Hunt, starting at the Heritage Centre 5.30pm  
25th Conducted village walks by the Whimple History Society; starting at the 

Heritage Centre 6.15pm. Book with Roger Smith on 822244 
26th Soup and Sarnie Lunch – Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm 
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O’DELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

DustAway 
 

All Work and no play,  
We are here to help  

 

Friendly Efficient Cleaning Service 
 

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly  
or One-off Cleans. 

 

Moving house, holiday lets, 
End of tenancy cleans, spring clean.  

We also offer an Ironing service 
Fully insured – all materials supplied 

 

Please call 
Jill 07818484864 

or Tracey 07727168817 
 

V.A.T. Reg. No. 169 7014 86 

www.dustaway-cleaning.co.uk 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

Music Dates 
April 18th (Good Friday) : Carnaby Street 

April 20th (Easter Sunday) 4 - 6pm : Boys From Melbourne 

May 2nd : Late Shift 

May 30th: Stiletto 

 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
——— 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily 

alongside traditional ‘Farmers Favourites’ 
———a 

Great Selection of fine Wines 
——— 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
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Miles the guest ED 
 

With Ed off and doing things which are much more fun, it fell to me to try and fill his 
boots – but having been his panto buddy for many years, I am more used to seeing 
him in high heels than boots!! 

Back to the script (which harking back to panto days was something we both heard 
Peter calling from the front on many an occasion). 

You may not realise, but inside the back cover of The News is a small piece of 
valuable code – two letters and two numbers. In this edition is reads WN89. Having 
been involved with The News for some time, until recently I had no idea what this 
was – I assumed Bob was keeping track of his Lottery wins, or perhaps some other 
covert message was being communicated to others. But no, it relates to the number 
of editions that the current team have put together – I am not particularly good with 
numbers but with six editions in the calendar year, that makes one short of 15 years! 
That led me to think how to fill this space, so I settled on some recollections. 

15 years ago, an appeal went out to the village to keep The News going, with the 
existing ‘team’ understandably wanting a break – Peter and Angela Smith organised 
a gathering to see if that was possible. Friends, acquaintances and strangers all met 
and lo and behold a new committee was formed. Back in those days, the newsletter 
was produced and then photocopied, leaving the committee the job of assembling 
each and every copy. That involved a bizarre ritual – about seven grown adults 
circling Ed and Nicky’s dining table picking up page after page and hoping that they 
were being assembled in the correct order, before being handed over to the person 
responsible for ‘the stapling’ and then being bundled into piles for distribution to the 
delivery team. These were fun evenings – friendships were made over a very boring 
job, but the pain was eased by the odd glass of wine … 

Since Ed took over as Chairman/Editor editorial meetings have always been fun and 
certainly don’t feel like ‘work’. We now use the services of Kevin Thompson, a local 
printer who lives in the village, so the assembly is now done before the copies arrive 
back in Whimple for distribution. 

A big thank you to those who do what they do to ensure The News lives on and 
arrives (free of charge) through your door each month – all the way back to Peter 
and (I’ll have a tea please) Angela for the original inspiration to organise that 
important first meeting, then Ed and Nicky, who now work hard to keep everything 
going, Bob Scanlan, who gives the most time to the cause in preparing every 
edition, to Kevin for the printing etc., to Sally for supporting Bob and ensuring that in 
our meetings we always have other ‘stuff’ to talk about and to all the distributors 
who trek out every other month to drop your copy through your letterbox, and to 
John Aiton who then puts each edition online. 

89 down and how many more to go – who knows! 

Enjoy this copy 

Miles 
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            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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Whimple Post Office News 

Royal Mail have announced price changes from 31st March:- 

First class stamps have gone up by 2p and now cost 62p. 
Second class stamps have gone up by 3p and now cost 53p. 

If you purchased stamps before 31st March you can still use them. Any stamp that 
has 1st or 2nd class on them can be used regardless of when you purchased them, 
or how much you paid for them at the time. 

Small parcels under 1kg will go up by 20p. However, small parcels over 1kg will 
actually be going down by £1.40. So e-bayers please be sure to quote the new 
prices by picking up a leaflet, or asking us how these changes will affect you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

We are closed over Easter. Benefits due on Good Friday and Bank Holiday Monday 
will be available on Thursday 17th April. 

Benefits due on May Day Bank Holiday 5th May will be available on 2nd May. 

Benefits due on Bank Holiday Monday 26th May will be available 23rd May. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Offers from Johnsons the Cleaners for the next couple of months are, 
                                     April            -   25% off Duvet Cleaning 
                                     May             -   25% off Laundry 
                                     June             -  25%  off  Curtain Cleaning 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Thanking you for your continued support. 

Jim and Alison Creasy. 

Good Friday Closed 

Easter Saturday 9.00am – 12.30pm 

Bank Holiday Monday Closed 

Tuesday 9.00am - 1.00pm 
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851674 
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West One  Hair Design 
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen 
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill, 

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call  814913 
or call in for free Consultation. 

  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
L’Oreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

Annual Village Litter Pick and Tidy Up 

Saturday 26
th

 April 
10.00am in The Square. 

 

Everything you need is provided 
 

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS 
WORTHWHILE COMMUNITY EVENT 
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THE HERITAGE CENTRE 
Will be open every Saturday from 5th April 10.00 - 4.00pm 

And every Wednesday from 9th April 2.00pm - 4.00pm 

Entry is FREE 
Bring along your family and friends to see a pictorial history of Whimple or, with the 
help of our archivists, spend some time looking through our unique archive to find 
out more about Whimple over the years.  

This year’s exhibition will tell you something of the life of the villagers in the years 
leading up to The First World War and of the lives of some of those who fought for 
our country. We have been given all sorts of interesting items for you to see.  

The First World War research project is ongoing. We aim to research every man 
associated with Whimple who fought in the war. The 1911 Census tells us there 
were 730 people living in Whimple, 342 of which were male. Our Roll of Honour 
contains over 100 names – every person in the village would have known several 
men who fought in the war: imagine that today. 

If you would like to help with the research please contact the History Society by 
email info@whimple.org or phone 822499. 

The History Society would like to extend its thanks to Lorraine Tandy, Jennifer 
Holmes, Kevin Thompson, Bob Fletcher, Judith Imbo and the members of the 
committee who have already given many hours to researching the First World War. 

The Heritage Centre is run by volunteers - please come along. 
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Dates For Your Diary 
Village Week 2014 

 

 Sunday 6th to 
 Saturday 12th July 

 

Something for everyone 
 

Events, Times and Venues 
will be published  soon 
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Chris Burrows 

Landscape Maintenance 

chrisburrows@yahoo.com 

07970 907651 

Horswell Cottage 

Budlake, Broadclyst 

EX5 3LW 
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CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS 

 

 01392 433 433 

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS, 

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS 

 

Whimple Cricket Club 
 

Whimple has been lucky enough to be selected as a venue for an important and 
prestigious Cricket Match. Devon Under 17 Ladies will be playing the Welsh Under 
17 Ladies at the Knowle Cross Ground in a limited overs match on 26th June 
commencing at 1.00pm. This is recognition of the club’s excellent facilities and the 
high standard of the pitch and outfield. 

We have recently had to replace the boiler and showers in the Pavilion. The artificial 
pitch is the next on the list for improvement and the rear windows need to be 
replaced. There is always redecoration to do, which is going to be tackled before 
the season starts.  

These are expensive items and we are looking for sponsors for the match day balls 
for the adult teams and the youth teams. The cost is £20 per ball and you will get a 
mention on match days as well as knowing that you will be helping the young 
people in the village and also helping to retain this marvellous facility. 

We are continuing to expand and now have five Colts age groups with as many as 
60 boys and a few girls attending practice nights every Friday. The high standard of 
coaching is reflected by the number of boys over the years who have been selected 
to play for East Devon.  

The Club will be very grateful for your support and if you can help please contact 
Jon Silk on 822389 or John Spencer, Club Treasurer 
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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   ` 
 
 
 

 
 The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL 

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays. 

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available 

Colour TV in all bedrooms 
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee. 

Several local Pubs and Restaurants 
within easy reach -(pick up service) 

Bed and full Breakfast menu: 
No smoking. 

Phone: 01404-823614 
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com  

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 

 

 

26 Elizabeth Close 
Whimple 
Nr Exeter 
Devon 
EX5 2UT  

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email – mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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WHIMPLE CHURCH FETE 
Saturday 14th June 2014 at 2.30 pm 

 

We are holding a planning meeting for the Church Fete 
on Tuesday, 15th April  at 7.00 pm in St Mary’s 
Church, Whimple and would be delighted to see 
as many volunteers as possible. We have taken 
over as co-ordinators from Mike Ellingham so your 
support and ideas would be greatly appreciated. 

Many thanks and see you on the 15th of April. 

Mike and Tamara Snell 822565 

WHIMPLE OVER 6O's SOCIAL CLUB 
 

Much has been made recently in the media regarding loneliness in old age and lack of 
contact with local amenities through cuts in social services etc. Here in Whimple we 
would like to think this is of no concern with the abundance of Societies and 
Organisations as we see within the Whimple News. 

Our Organisation is now entering the 47th year. Our aim is to continue to promote 
the interest of members with social activities however we can. From the outset we 
have used the Victory Hall each Tuesday afternoon for friendship and to partake of 
pastimes mingled with talks or slide shows and to exchange pleasantries over light 
refreshments. Coach trips are organised from April to November culminating with a 
Christmas Lunch in December. 

We keep in touch with members celebrating their birthdays with a card. In illness we 
visit where we can with fruit or flowers where prolongation or return from hospital 
occurs. Condolences are given in bereavement.  

In 2009 we received accolades and reward from the Exeter Council for Voluntary 
Service. 

Facilities at the Victory Hall provide more than one expects and use of their full size 
snooker table gives us enjoyment on Thursday afternoons and Friday evenings. We 
have capacity for anyone who enjoys the sport to join us and we have room for other 
activities if required.  

Over 60's we may be but enjoyment in the company of others reverses the years.  

We also know loneliness can come through loss of a partner or loss of a job. If you are 
not yet 60 we may be able to offer support.  

We have also proved to be therapeutic in certain illnesses through our activities.  

If you would like to join in with us or even help with organising or coordinating our 
various actions you will be warmly welcomed. 

Arthur Iball, Chairman 822905 
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For a free initial consultation, contact us at 

8 Jesu Street, Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1EU 

Tel: 01404 812555  
Email: advice@ee-osm.co.uk 

Web: www.easterbrooks.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

E A S T E R B RO O K , 
EATON LTD 
Chartered Accountants-Registered Auditors 
   

Relax!......let us take care of all your Taxation,  

Accountancy and Business affairs. 

 

 

Window Cleaner 

High reach hot water system 

Frames and doors all in 

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned 
 

Excellent references if required 

 

For that personal service 

Sean Harris  
814963 

07737 419077 

 

Sarah Evans MFHT 

Treatment Room 

Offers a full range of beauty 

treatments & skincare advice 

Stockist of dermalogica 

products 

Tel 01404 822664 

Email 
sarah.evans61@btinternet.com 
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MP 
Property 

Maintenance 

Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, 
Painting and Decorating Plumbing,  

Gardening 
General Repairs and Maintenance 

 

 

No Call out charge 
Free Estimates 
24hr callout service 

 
 

Tel: 01404 813253 

07891 124025 
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Whimple School 
Summer Fayre and Open Afternoon 

June 28th   1.30 - 4.00pm 
@ the school 

There will be Cream Teas, Cakes,  
Beer and Pimms,  
Stalls & Games,  

The chance to look around the School 
and meet the Governors 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Displays  and lots more 
Come and have some fun 

whilst supporting your local school. 
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Best Kept Village  
 

Congratulations to all the villagers of Whimple who took part in the Best 
Kept Village in Devon competition last year which resulted in Whimple 
winning first prize. 

About 35 villages in Devon participated, so it was quite an accolade that 
we won. Thanks of course to all those in Whimple whose efforts and hard 
work over the preceding months made for a successful result. The list of 
requirements to win the competition were quite extensive so we won’t 
bother to tell you what they are right now, except that it is our intention to 
enter the competition in 2014. So look out for the information published in 
the Whimple News in the weeks to come. 

Apart from the kudos of winning, the prize of a silver cup and framed 
certificate were also given. These were presented to the people of 
Whimple at the East Devon Offices last October and collected by John 
Griffiths, Chairman of Whimple Parish Council. 

Yes, we are entering the competition again this year, and of course we are 
going to win. It is comforting to lie back at home and say to oneself that “I 
live in the best kept village in Devon”. Well done everybody. 

Cllr. John  Schofield 
 

 
East Devon ‘Best Kept Village’ award 

 

The great efforts of Mike Ellingham should be recognised who several 
years ago energised the Village into 
taking action for this award. 
Similarly for Sue Ayres, who picked 
this up via the PC, and who 
thereafter organised working 
parties and participated herself in 
keeping Whimple looking as good 
as it can. I’m sure that we will all 
continue to support John Schofield 
and others. 

Hugh Roberts 
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Whimple Victory Hall 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Join us for Soup’n’Sarnie Lunch   

from 12.00noon to 1.30pm 

on Saturday 26th April     

and Saturday 31st May  
 

 

Enjoy fresh home-made soups 
and delicious hot bacon 
 or sausage sandwiches  

cooked and served by your 
friendly Soup’n’Sarnie Team 

Orchard Harmony News 
 

Girl Power in Whimple! Your very own ladies singing group is going back to its roots 
for this year and focusing on getting out and about in Whimple to sing. 
We are going to focus on close harmony singing both unaccompanied and using 
piano/backing tracks - singing music ranging from Ellie Goulding to madrigals! 
Plans are already underway for our annual Sing-a-long Picnic as part of Village week 
on Friday 11th July - we also hope to get out and about maybe at some local 
watering holes? Watch this space! We are also planning a new look Christmas 
Concert - again watch this space for more details. 
So - if you are reading this and thinking to yourself “you know I would really like to 
sing in a group like this” or “I would love Orchard Harmony to sing for my event” 
why not give me a ring: 07779 139251. We are always looking for new members 
and new challenges. 
Exciting times .......... 

Julia Green 
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March District Councillor’s Report  
 

Yet more on the railway saga 

The other week I struck up a conversation with a First Great 
Western train driver on Whimple station.  He told me that there is 
a scheme about for his railway company to invade our line and provide a half hourly 
train service between Exeter and Axminster. This certainly sounds quite credible as 
the aim of the Exeter railway development is to increase the density of local railway 
services as well as opening or re-opening stations and routes that have been long 
closed like the line out to Marsh Barton, 

It is exiting also to hear the talk of reopening the line from Oakhampton around the 
north of Dartmoor down to Plymouth. If we remember that on the Dawlish Warren 
line it has been a constant struggle to keep open for 150 years with storms 
breaching the line and cliff falls regularly cutting it. It has been an expensive 
headache for the company to keep it open. Indeed, in steam days waves would 
flood the fireboxes of the locos and bring them to a halt as well. When both lines 
were open the drivers of both companies had to regularly work each other’s lines to 
be familiar with the route in case either was incapacitated – a very sensible 
arrangement. 

An important day for E.D.D.C. 

A first for the Council has been the presentation to the Cabinet meeting on the 5th 
of March of the Lympstone Neighbourhood plan. This is the first neighbourhood 
plan of the dozen or so in preparation that that has been completed. The District 
Council is required to consult formally on the plan for six weeks before appointing 
an independent examiner to consider the soundness of the plan and any 
representations on it. Well done Lympstone and good luck in their final examination 

 At the same meeting an application to designate Clyst Honiton as a neighbourhood 
area was made. If this is approved then Clyst Honiton may make a formal 
application to produce a neighbourhood plan setting out how the local community 
would like to see the village develop. In reality, they will have to settle for a much 
reduced designated area as so much of the parish has been engulfed by the airport, 
SkyPark, the intermodal interchange and the Airport Business Park. 

The New Council Offices. 

So, it’s official – at the last full council meeting E.D.D.C. announced the selection of 
SkyPark as the choice for the location of the new council offices. This is despite the 
fact that it is right at the Exeter end of the District which rather contradicts their 
declared aim to place the new offices more centrally and more accessibly in the 
centre of the district. In fact, this principle was taken up by a number of councillors 
(including myself) who put forward a motion for the council to re-examine the idea 
of looking more closely at the option of staying at the Knowle and spending the 
borrowed £5 million that it is estimated is needed to build the Skypark premises to 
refurbish the Knowle. This intention to borrow for SkyPark is another broken 
promise as we were all assured that the move would be cost neutral. This motion 
produced some very lively debate but the motion was lost –so- SkyPark it is. 
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Afterwards in conversation with fellow councillors it became apparent that the new 
location will be as awkward to get to as Sidmouth and will affect more councillors 
and this will be equally true of members of the public. I wonder how far the decision 
was influenced by the council’s commitment to placing new jobs and growth in the 
Growth Point area. 

The East Devon Public Health Plan 2014-2017. 

 This report presents a draft Public Health Plan for the district. This plan has been 
prompted by the transfer of public health responsibilities back to local authorities 
this year. It focuses on a small range of priorities which it is felt can have a positive 
effect on community health. It does this by complementing the medical professions 
which focus upon curing sickness by concentrating upon the prevention of sickness. 
The plan has been produced jointly by the District Council and the County Council. 
The County Council contribution has been provided by a public health specialist, a 
public health consultant and a public health analyst. The public health plan is also 
made consistent with the Council’s Health Equalities Policy which has been in place 
since last year. 

The plan argues that it will be able to make effective interventions in terms of Cardio 
Vascular Disease prevention, increasing levels of overall physical activity, emotional 
health and wellbeing and the reduction of poverty.  It is intended that these areas 
will be the council’s initial priorities and that the perceived challenge is in targeting 
the Council’s health interventions where they can make the most effective, and 
positive improvement in  the health and wellbeing  of individuals and communities. 
The delivery of the programme will - amongst others - involve the voluntary sector, 
schools, churches, leisure centres, community centres, care homes and children’s 
centres. In fact a whole community approach. 

The Review of the Pest Control Service 

The Council is intending to create an in-house pest control technician post in May of 
this year. Until now the Council has employed a contractor to provide this service 
on Council land (parks and gardens, depots and the sea front) as well as supplying a 
contract service to residents if they request it. Unfortunately, there have, apparently, 
been problems with this service which has prompted the decision to trial an in 
house provision even though the Council has no legal obligation to provide a pest 
service. The proposed service will use a qualified Royal Society of Public Health 
technician who will be a mobile field based worker communicating by mobile 
phone who will treat rats, mice, fleas, bed bugs and wasps on residential premises as 
well as public land and property.  

A Travel Threat  to the Elderly 

An alarming piece of news from the Local Government Association (LGA). It 
appears that free travel for the elderly is under real threat.  It has stated that 
government funding for local government has fallen by 39% since 2010 and it has 
reached a state where some councils have begun cutting free pass routes. 
Buckinghamshire , Cumbria and Somerset are among the County  Councils that 
have been affected by this development, Who will be next I wonder? Certainly, I 
find the pass a great help for local travel on a daily basis and I will certainly miss this 
privilege if it is withdrawn  
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From EDDC’s ConnecteED January 2014 

A Chance to Shape the Future of your Village 

The current edition of ConnectED includes an article on the Council’s new initiative 
to draw the inhabitants of the villages in East Devon into the process of contributing 
to their villages development. The intention is to produce a Villages’ Development 
Plan Document (DPD) by a process of consultation which has already started and 
will continue until March 10th 2014. The information gathered by consultation will 
be used to write a revised document which will then go for further consultation in 
the summer. This second consultation, which includes a map and comments made 
by the Government Inspector on our Local Plan, will focus on specific policy for 
village development as well as the constraints limiting development. 

The draft DPD document lodged on the E.D.D.C, website goes into a large amount 
of detail about every village and also suggests some revisions to the current, built up 
areas, which ring fence the land and that may be considered for building. It also 
seeks the views of the public, community groups and organisations, businesses and 
other interested bodies or individuals on proposed sites and policies for 
development in East Devon villages as well as the Greendale and Hill Barton 
business site. 

Good News on Public Speaking in Committee Meetings at the Knowle 

The Standards Committee has been considering ways to increase the effectiveness 
of public speaking at Council committee meetings which are made inefficient by the 
three minute limitation upon being able to address the appropriate committee and 
the frustrations of strangers who wish to speak upon the same issues who are 
unable to elect a spokesperson. The Standards Committee has now made 
recommendations on ways to increase the effectiveness of public speaking events 

The Development Management Committee has recommended that a working 
group considers revision of the arrangements for public speaking to increase the 
efficiency and efficacy of the meetings and reduce the intolerable length of DMC 
meetings which recently have been running to eight or nine hours of debate where 
it is well established that  meetings that have run on more than 50 minutes rapidly 
become inefficient. 

The Devon Waste plan – energy out of waste 

The County Council, as you know, have been advocating waste/energy plants at 
four sites located throughout the County. The thinking so far has been to locate two 
of these in East Devon at Hill Barton and Greendale Barton each with an 80,000 ton 
capacity. 

Although E.D.D.C. welcomes this energy plan, at the same time, it is determined  
that only one site is located in the geographical area of East Devon because of its 
concern with increased density of lorry traffic as well as the polluting hazards of 
these plants when they are operating at full capacity. I look forward to the resolution 
of this argument with interest. 

Martin Gammell  
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PORTRAITS 

BODY BEAUTIFUL 

WEDDINGS 

COMMERCIAL 

 

www.suedraycottphotography.co.uk 

 

suedraycott@rocketmail.com 

 

Home: 822969 

Mobile: 07793 388012 
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SNOW WHITE: A review 

Regrettably this reviewer must begin by offering apologies for what it appears were 
comments too frank on last year’s performance of ‘Hamlet’?, ‘Swan Lake’? - old men 
forget (quote Albert Einstein?/William Shakespeare?) - by The Whimpletons so that 
offence was given even where it was intended. How else explain the receipt from 
the Box Office of two complimentary tickets for the opening night with an 
accompanying note —’for yourself and a friend — if you have one’, to which the only 
possible reply was ‘unfortunately cannot attend opening night; can the tickets be 
exchanged for the performance on the second night - if there is one?’*. In the event 
the all-singing, all-dancing performance of ‘Snow White’ ran for not only two nights 
but in addition for a matinee and a third night, which this reviewer was privileged to 
attend.. Privileged indeed, since the cast excelled themselves in a production of 
which the writer and director can rightly be proud (ably assisted by a cast of 
thousands — well, enough to fill a whole page in the FREE programme —  and in 
those acting in more technical roles of equal importance, e.g. the bar staff.) It would 
be invidious to single out any individuals from such a star-studded cast but that has 
never been a problem in the past to a ‘fair-minded and incorruptible reviewer’? - so a 
few of the cast can hopefully be mentioned without causing bitter reproaches (and 
threats) from those stars too numerous to list, so here goes: 

Chester the Jester opened the performance and carried it along with numerous 
appearances which called back to their seats those members of the audience who 
felt that the horror of the role played by characters such as the Queen threatened 
their enjoyment of what was intended to be a light-hearted evening’s entertainment; 
the Queen herself played her role in a manner that was not only good, it was 
wicked (the fact that your reviewer found himself sitting next to the Queen’s real-life 
partner in no way influenced his opinion). 

Snow White needed to do little but be beautiful, and effortlessly she did, but added 
to this by her singing and dancing, aided by a tempting Prince Rupert (tempting to 
Snow White, not only to those members of the cast and audience who expressed 
their appreciation of his gay and enchanting role-playing), and last but not least to 
those characters who made the reviewer’s task easier when commenting on their 
performances either by threats or appreciative (and appreciated) donations, a small 
proportion of which were recycled to the Whimpletons via the bar and the raffle 
(fixed! i.e. the reviewer did not win anything) namely the Seven Dwarfs, or as was 
maintained by some members of the audience who had spent too much time and 
money in the bar, the Fourteen Dwarfs whose enthusiasm for work was an object-
lesson to anyone who maintains an undeserved life-style thanks to contributions 
from the hard-working taxpayers.(The preceding sentence makes the author a strong 
candidate for the Oscar awarded to a writer who wastes none of his/her ‘talent’ (?) 
on the quality of his/her words but makes up for it by an admirable quantity ). At this 
point it would seem to be appropriate to draw the curtain on another superb 
Whimpletons’ production and look forward to the next — with or without a review. 

*With acknowledgements to George Bernard Shaw and Winston Churchill, whose 
skill with a telling phrase possibly exceeds even that of your anonymous reviewer. 
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A Whimpletons Winner 
 

The Whimpletons’ rendition of Snow White had all the vital ingredients of a perfect 
panto: plenty of comedy references to surrounding villages; a scary wicked queen to 
rival the Disney version; fantastic costumes and make-up; lots of audience 
interaction and a great selection of drinks from the bar! 

Sam Mahoney has graduated from one of the quieter ones in the troupe of kids 
when I was cracking the whip as Stage Manager to a confident leading lady! I loved 
Chester’s (aka Dave Jones) interactions with the audience (after years of attending, I 
avoid the aisle seats). I particularly enjoyed Cathy Bartlett-Horwood’s rendition of 
‘Hey Big Spender’ (as did the very brave ‘volunteer’ John Discombe I’m sure!) 

It was great to see Sally in front of the scenery for a change (even if it was for 30 
seconds). As usual the scenery was amazing – all Sally’s team’s hard work paid off! 

I loved the addition of the video at the start of the second act and, as usual, Slack 
Ma Girdle provided brilliant musical accompaniment; so much better to have live 
music at the panto. 

We went to Saturday night’s performance but I understand that the matinee was a 
sell-out, with many of the children entering into the panto spirit by dressing up. I 
think this new tradition ought to be extended to adults next year, but Kevin doesn’t 
agree! 

Well done to all involved this year – I loved it! 

Brigid Thompson 

The cast 



 

32 

 



 

33 

Whimple Parish Council 
 

Would you like to know more about 
the development of Cranbrook? 

 

The Projects Director at Exeter and  

East Devon Growth Point 
 

will be speaking at the 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 

 Monday 14th April 

 7.00pm in the Victory Hall 
 

All are welcome 
 

Andy Wood will give a presentation with an 
update on Cranbrook’s town centre, schools, 
train station, the Energy Centre, Skypark and  

the Science Park.  

This will be followed by an opportunity 

for you to ask questions. 
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THE FUN RUN DESPERATELY NEEDS SOME HELP 
 

We still need an enthusiastic person or group of people to help arrange the Annual 
Village Fun Run – and you don’t have to be a runner to be just the person we need. 
The Fun Run is currently part of our Village Week events and if you agree to take it 
on you will be offered help and support from the Village Week Team. However, you 
will also be free to make your own organisational changes including the date, the 
route and the distance. It’s a great fund raiser for any organisation.  

As it stands we don't have an organiser, so this popular event will not happen this 
year. So please give it some thought and let me know – Sue Ayres 823082  or 
sue@reubenayres.com 
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News from Whimple Stores 
 

We are pleased that so many of you are enjoying the delicious beef and lamb from 
Dartmoor Farmers. We know the ear tag number of the animal and which farm it 
comes from. Meat is delivered on a Tuesday and is packed to give a good shelf life.  
We also have a good stock in the freezer but, if you want to order in something 
special, please let us know by Sunday of the week before delivery. 

A lot of us enjoy the produce of Ashclyst Dairy so we were surprised when we 
recently had an issue with the milk tasting ‘odd’. Ashclyst ran various checks and the 
cause was identified as buttercups in the silage. Because the milk they sell is from 
their herd only, any distortion in the milk is magnified and that is why there was a 
temporary problem. They were happy to refund any dis-satisfied customers for this 
and assure us this should not happen again. Hopefully, we managed to remove 
most of the offending batches once the problem was identified but please let us 
know if you experienced any problems in February or if you have any future 
problems. 

From April we hope to offer a mid-week menu idea using fresh seasonal produce 
where possible. We will try to come up with ideas for quick, tasty meals with recipes 
and all necessary ingredients. This should allow you to pick up one bag of goodies 
which will have everything you need to make a meal. 

Don’t forget that you can also order fish from Frank Houldin. You can phone him on 
a Tuesday night 01823 277669 to place an order and he will deliver it to the shop 
for you to collect on Wednesday. Frank buys fresh local fish where possible but if 
weather conditions are poor he still has a great stock from other UK sources. The 
fish is fresh and excellent quality. 

There are a few new faces helping us out in the shop and we are hugely grateful to 
Ed, Cathy, Alison, Tracy and Julie for giving us their time and support.   We also wish 
Edith a speedy recovery as we miss her support and encouragement. 

Jenny and Mark Sanders  

 
Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers 

Easter Bingo  
Sunday 13th April 

Whimple Victory Hall 
 

Doors open 7.00 p.m., Eyes Down 7.30 p.m. 

Raffle and prizes –  chicken dinners 
Contact 07702 871435 if any questions 
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UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with L’Oreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  

Pilates Classes 
 

Small friendly class, suitable for all levels. 

Functional, Strengthening,  
Core based exercises. 

West Hill Village Hall  

10AM Thursday mornings 

For more information contact  

Julie Read on 07966 571159 

or email juliereadfitness@live.co.uk  
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What could you do with ten minutes of your time? 

 

‘The Mortgage Makeover’ 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to determine if you’re paying too much for your 
mortgage. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands of pounds. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay your mortgage 
off early. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice. 
 

contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375 
web – www.stephenclare.co.uk 

email - stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk 

post - Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF 

 

(please remember your home may be repossessed 
if you cannot keep up the repayments on any 

mortgage or other loan secured on it) 
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Tim Myers 
 

Sadly, Tim died, aged 40, on 18th February following a long and brave fight with 
a brain tumour. 

Those of us who knew him well never ceased to be amazed at his positive 
thinking and his determination to survive for as long as possible. He endured his 
treatment without complaint and never appeared to feel sorry for himself. He 
retained his sense of humour and his tendency to giggle almost until the end.  

I was privileged to form a close bond with Tim over his last few months, and am 
content that he is at peace and that his suffering is over. 

His parents, Delia and David, have been unstinting in their care and enabled him 
to have his wish to live and die in his own cottage. They are now coming to 
terms with their loss, and I hope that the love and support of their many friends 
will help them through this difficult time. If the attendance at Tim’s funeral is a 
measure, there are many caring people who are prepared to help in any way 
they can. 

Tim’s son Darren lives in the USA, and I hope that their continued contact with 
him will enable Delia and David to re-live happy memories. 

Tim will be greatly missed by his many friends. 

Pam Scanlan 

A HUGE THANK YOU 
  

To all those people in the village that have supported the Myers family through 
the years of Tim’s illness and particularly in the awful last few months of his life. 
The fact that Tim remained so positive, resolute and cheerful throughout almost 
all that period was, in no small part, due to the magnificent love and support he 
received from his many friends in the village. 
Not only was Tim buoyed by the care he received but our burden was 
lightened by the many kindnesses both he and we were shown 
With all this help, we managed to give Tim the best, and for that we will be for 
ever indebted to you. 
David and Delia Myers 
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Whimple Gurkha Kitchen 
 

On Monday 24th February the East came to 
Whimple, when Vicki opened her Thirsty 
Farmer kitchen to the chefs and owners of the 
Gurkha Kitchen, an excellent Nepalese and Indian 
restaurant based in Heavitree Road. 

This was a much anticipated evening, and proved very 
popular. A lovely set-priced 'tasting'  menu had been 
put together, with something for everyone. 

As soon as I heard about it I wanted to book, as I 
am a big fan of any spicy food. 

However, on the night I was in full-on PPD (Post Panto 
Depression) and had helped Vicki clear quite a lot of her 
wine stocks the afternoon before while watching Maggie Reeday, so all I really 
wanted was a night in to recover. 

However, I was offered great company by the Podbury's and Wilson's and it turned 
into a brilliant evening. 

We were in the second sitting, due to the popularity of the event, and were given a 
delicious mixed plate of starters once we were settled in. These varied in spice and 
content and were soon demolished by all. I especially liked the spicy potato. 

The main course again featured a good mix of different meats and fish, along with a 
really perfect rice, flavoured with saffron. 

As a veggie, I asked if I could just have a larger portion of the vegetarian part of the 
menu, but they insisted on rustling up a vegetable jalfrezi just for me, and it was 
perfect ( my favourite). I thought this went above and beyond on such a busy night. 

Everyone enjoyed everything and it was a nice touch to be served a refreshing 
lemon sorbet afterwards. 

The Gurkha owners, Shyam and Lov, visited each table to check everyone was 
enjoying themselves, and to tell us more about the Nepaleses specialities available 
in their restaurant, of which they are rightly proud. 

The atmosphere was great for a Monday night and the additional waitress service 
excellent. 

It was pouring down ( for a change) when we came out, so we were all glad we had 
made the effort and not missed a night of good, unusual food, well supported by the 
Village.  

I even stuck to sparkling water....... 

Sally 
P.S. Vicki has just confirmed that she hopes to try this format again, so watch this 
space. 

 



 

41 

 

Masonry & Conservation 

Specialists 
 

Repairs to Listed and Historic Properties 

Traditional Lime Mortar Repointing 

Brick Repairs - Walling  

 

Clyst St. George, Near Exeter 

 

     Tel: 01392 879824  Mob: 07825 698507 

Email: info@abacusstoneconservation.co.uk 

Web: www.abacusstoneconservation.co.uk 
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Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 

“All your chimney needs” 
 

Alf Butler 
Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 

registered Company 

Afternoon tea, ‘Downton Abbey’ style, to be held at Knightstone Manor, Ottery St 
Mary, on Wednesday May 21st 2014 starting at 3.00pm. This event, to be held 
indoors, is by kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. J - E Österlund.  

Enjoy a traditional homemade tea and the opportunity to see this lovely house and 
its garden.  

Entry is by ticket only. The ticket price of  £10.00 includes a tour of the house and 
garden. Numbers are limited, so please buy early to avoid disappointment. 

Tickets will be available from:- 

· The Hospiscare shop;  

· West Hill Post Office;  

· Jill White 814366;  

· Margery Whittington 813606;  

· Jill Chave 813460 
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The Harvey School of Ballet 
 

Children's ballet classes 

held at Whimple Village Hall 

 
Boys and girls welcome 

aged 4 and above 

 
More information is available at 

 www.harveyschoolofballet.co.uk 

 
07832 475528 

info@harveyschoolofballet.co.uk 

 

Singing Lessons 

Vocal Coaching 
 

Do you love singing? 

Would you like to find your 
voice? 

Fancy surprising a loved one 
with a song/CD? 

Why not give it a try - come and 
have a taster lesson. 

 

Contact Julia Green: 

07779 139251 / 
r.green2@virgin.net 

 

http://www.harveyschoolofballet.co.uk
mailto:info@harveyschoolofballet.co.uk
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 



 

45 

 

(not VAT registered) 

Please contact me for all 
your carpentry and joinery 
needs, i.e. doors, windows 
and furniture, I will be 
pleased to give you a 
quotation.  

    Email: jbrewer2410@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds, 

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 

As usual we have had a very busy couple of 
months.  Our speaker for the February 
meeting (a change from the advertised 
speaker) was a gardener and horticultural 
lecturer from Bicton College. He gave us a 
fascinating talk on the history of the gardens 
and the work of the students.  

Many of us were involved in the area round of the county quiz which was 
held at Broadclyst. Two teams of four were competing and several of us 
were either asking the questions or serving teas during the interval. We 
have also had four members competing in the county whist competition. 

For our March meeting Dr Todd Gray talked about ‘Remarkable women 
of Devon’. He is an excellent speaker and kept us all enthralled. 

In April several of us will be attending the Spring Council Meeting at 
Torquay where the guest speaker will be Kate Humble and later in the 
month Mary King will speak at our group meeting. 

For more information contact Pam Scanlan on 822262.  
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WHIMPLE CHURCH 
www.whimplechurch.org 

The year seems to be flying by yet again. It is so good to see the lambs in the fields 
and the hedges full of new growth, including lots of Devon Primroses.  

There is lots happening in the Mission Community. We have got special services 
planned for Mothers Day on 30th March, Maundy Thursday on 17th April and 
Good Friday on 18th April. We are also running our popular Easter Garden in 
Whimple Victory Hall on Saturday 19th April. Full details can be found in The Link. 

The PCC AGM will be held on 28th April in the Church at 7.30pm. Please come 
along to find out what has been happening over the last year.   

Another important date for your diary is the Annual Summer Fete. This year’s event 
will be on Saturday 14th June. There will be a Planning meeting at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday 15th April in St Mary’s Church. Please come along to help us make this 
popular event a success.  

We are holding our popular breakfasts during May. The first of these 
on 3rd May will be a Women’s Breakfast and it will be in the Village 
Hall at Talaton. The Men's Breakfast will be on 10th May in the Victory 
Hall, Whimple. The speakers at both of these will be from the Exeter 
Street Pastor team. 

Our popular weekly Morning Coffee returns on Saturday May 17th. Please join us 
for coffee and cakes and friendly company. There are also a number of other 
informal Get -Togethers happening on a regular basis. Around a Table and a Pint is a 
very popular discussion group for men and now, the ladies have set up a similar 
group meeting on the first Monday of every month in The Thirsty Farmer. There are 
also groups who meet on Monday and Friday mornings in the Church for coffee and 
chat. 

We also have a number of Home Groups who meet regularly to pray and discuss 
the Bible. Details of these can be found in The Link. 

A new venture for children started at the end of February. Jigsaw is aimed 
at pre school and Key Stage 1 children. It will be running fortnightly on 
Friday afternoons after school. Full details can be found in The Link. 

Twice a month, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday 
Services at St. Mary’s in Whimple, we have a 
small band of musicians, to accompany us in our 
worship. We would love to have more people 
join us whether adult or young person. So if you 
can play any instrument at any standard, or 
know anyone who does, why not come along? If you would like more information 
email Phil Dominy dominypr@hotmail.com or ring 822163.  
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Talaton Open Gardens Weekend 
2.00 – 6.00pm 24th and 25th May 

 

Start off from the Church Car Park (EX5 2RL). 
and pick up a map. Entry costs £4.00, the 
ticket is valid for both days and children aged 
16 years and under are FREE.  

A variety of about a dozen gardens will be 
open, from Country House to Cottage Garden. 
Some have streams and bog gardens, one has 
a garden smokery and another has a Garden 
Railway.  

This year there is a small red squirrel to find in 
each garden. It is not to be taken away but it is 
there to amuse the bored husband or child!  

A prize winning Codeword Puzzle might also 
keep the visitors amused and there is a chance 
to win a FREE Family Entry Gift Voucher to 
Escot Park for the winning entry.  

Plants and Cream Teas will be on sale. 
Proceeds will go to Talaton Church and Hall. 

Contact Peppi Shaw 01404 822482 
www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk  
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES 
 
                                                                                                         Est 1979 

 

 

                                                                  PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 

 

                                                           Call Barry 01297 552981 

                                                      Free Estimates 

Broadclyst Bowls Club 
 

With the new season nearly upon us, Broadclyst Bowls Club would be pleased to 
invite both experienced and novice bowlers from Whimple to come along to see us. 
Our season opens at 5.00pm on Tuesday 22nd April and any experienced bowlers 
will be made very welcome by our members. We will also be playing on 
Wednesdays from 1.30pm and on Thursdays from 5.00pm. 

For the novices, and for those who may just want to give it a try to see how they get 
on, we are holding an Open Day on Saturday 10th May. We will be there from 
10.30am to 3.30pm to explain the basics and for you to have a go. For those who 
wish to continue we are offering a free coaching session each Thursday over the 
following four weeks. Equipment will be provided but flat soled shoes need to be 
worn. Refreshments will be available 

Anyone wishing to play regularly can choose to become a full member or just come 
along when they are able to play and pay a nominal roll up fee. 

You will find us at the Sports Pavilion, Holly Close, off Woodland Road, Broadclyst. 
EX5 3JB. 

We look forward to greeting men and woman from all age groups who are 
interested in getting some fresh air, gentle exercise and making new friends. 

For further information contact Steve Higginson 01392 460427 or Steve Cowling 
01392 680964 
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The countryside code began in the 1950’s to help protect, respect and 
allow people enjoy the countryside in England and Wales. Due to the spring 
and summer months soon approaching, it is beneficial to the environment and 
farmers to remind dog owners how to conduct themselves while walking in the 
countryside. Key things to consider are: 

Respecting other people – always leave gates as you 
find them and follow instructions on signs. Leave 
farm equipment and animals alone, if you think an 
animal is in distress try to alert the farmer or inform the 
RSPCA. Keep out the way if animals are being moved 
and follow farmer’s directions. 

Protecting the environment – always pick up after your 
dog, take litter home and dispose of appropriately. Ensure your dog is wormed 
regularly, at least every 3 months, to prevent infections and protect other 
animals.  

Protecting your dog against diseases that can be contracted through 
wildlife – Monthly treatment against Lungworm protects your dog from the 
‘silent killer’ that is carried by foxes. This parasite is not killed with regular 
worming treatment - ask your vet how to protect your dog. 

Protecting livestock and wildlife - Make sure your dog is under control near 
any wildlife or farm animals by keeping your dog on a lead. Pay attention to 

any signs which may not permit dogs to walk on certain 
land.    

Livestock can behave unpredictably especially if they 
have young animals; give them space so that they don’t 
feel threatened. Some dogs have the tendency to chase 
animals; please keep them away from livestock, 
especially pregnant ewes and ewes with young lambs. 

 

It is a legal requirement to keep your dog on a short lead on ‘open access 
land’ (no more than 2 metres) near animals and horses for safety reasons. 

 

For more information on Lungworm please visit www.lungworm.co.uk 

 

For more information on rights and responsibilities please visit 
www.naturalengland.org.uk 
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JULIAN WILSON 
Electrical Contractor 

 

1 Higher Woodhayes 
Farm 

Whimple 

 

Tel: 01404 822641 

 

Your Friendly local 

Bed and Breakfast 

David and Diane Brown 
Holway Barton 

Whimple 
Exeter 

Telephone: (01404 822477) 

 

Visiting Practice 

 

Day and evening 

Appointments by arrangement 

3,Railway Cottages 

Whimple 

Exeter 

 

01404 822372 

 

  

Registered Member of the British 
Chiropody and Podiatry Association 
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If your Association has an event which you would like listed in ’What’s on...’ 
please contact Ed Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail edhitch@btinternet.com. 

WHIMPLE AND DISTRICT 
VILLAGE PRODUCE ASSOCATION 

 

At the time of writing it seems that spring is on its way as we enjoy the very 
welcome sunshine. No doubt we shall soon be enjoying all those other harbingers 
of spring such as mowers, hedge trimmers and the like, oh, and of course, the 
wonderful dawn chorus! 

By the time this edition goes to print we will have enjoyed a very interesting talk by 
Mary Benger on Burrow Farm Gardens. These splendid gardens at Dalwood are well 
worth a visit and have been beautifully developed by Mary and her family. 

As I write the coach trip to the Lost Gardens of Heligan is almost fully booked, so if 
you want to go you need to contact Doreen Staddon as soon as you see this article. 
She can be contacted on 823594 or by email on doreenstaddon@btinternet.com. 
Those of you who have already booked need to contact Doreen to arrange 
payment for the trip. 

It seems that the appalling weather hasn't completely washed away everyone's 
gardens and we will be staging an Open Gardens weekend on 21st and 22nd June. 
One ticket will cover both days so there will be no need to rush around the gardens 
on display.  The profits from this will be shared with the Ottery St. Mary League of 
Friends.  

Our annual plant sale will be on Saturday 17th May in the Village Hall. We hope to 
have all the usual range of plants and hopefully there will be something for 
everyone! The sale will start at 10.00am prompt and early arrival is essential to avoid 
disappointment. 

We hope to have the schedules for the annual flower show available at the plant 
sale on 17th May.  

In order to help those of you who are keen photographers, here 
are the subjects for the classes in the photography section. All 
prints can be colour or black and white and prints must not 
exceed 6” x 8” or 150mm x 200mm. The classes are; ‘Storms in the 
SW’, ‘A Song Title’, ‘Shadows’, Nature's Jewels’, ‘Night Sky’, ‘A 
Botanical Subject’, ‘An Architectural Structure in England’, 
‘Engines’ and ‘Regeneration’.  

The schedules will also be available at the Post Office and Whimple Stores as soon 
as they have been printed. 

We look forward to seeing you at some if not all of our events this year. 

Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary. 
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Isca Funeral Services 
 

Isca funeral services are an independent Funeral  

Directors run by Michael and Carla Hull. 

 

We are here to help, listen, and give advice  

24 hours a day. 

 

01392 421998 

 
2 Okehampton Street 

Exeter 

EX4 1DW 

 

24 hrs 07834 243 598 

office 01392 421998 

Home 01392 879693 

 

www.funeraldirectorsexeter.co.uk 

Michael@funeraldirectorsexeter.co.uk 
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Spring Concert 
The beginning of 2014 has been very busy for 
the Ottery Choral Society.  

Rehearsals began in January for the Spring 
Concert which will be held on Saturday 12th 
April. While many of you will know 
Mendelssohn’s ‘Elijah’, you may be less 
familiar with his first oratorio ‘St. Paul’, written in 1835. Like ‘Elijah’ this masterpiece 
also has many magnificent choruses. As usual for the Spring Concert, the Choral 
Society and Orchestra will be joined by three professional soloists for this 
performance: Héloïse West, soprano, Edward Coton, tenor, and Martin Shaw, 
baritone. (More  information about the oratorio and the soloists can be found on the 
society website.) 

After the concert a glass of wine and light refreshments will be offered (inclusive in 
the ticket price).   

Tickets are available from Stagestruck in Ottery St. Mary (811311) or from Society 
members.   

Annual Dinner 

On Thursday 6th February members of the Choral Society went to the Tumbling 
Weir Hotel for their annual dinner and social evening.  A delicious three-course 
dinner was enjoyed by the gathering of sixty members and friends.  The social 
evening was organised by Vivienne and Michael Gascoigne-Pees and also included 
a quiz and entertainment.   

This year the entertainment was mainly in the very capable hands of some of our 
gentlemen members who concentrated on the witty works of Flanders and Swann. 

‘The Bedstead Men’ was sung by David Glennie, ‘A Transport of Delight’ by Chris 
Startup and Michael Gascoigne-Pees, and ‘The Gasman Cometh’ by Brian 
Waterfield, complete with the predictable audience participation in the chorus!  

Tim Savage had written ‘In Memori– um!’ for which he took on the role of a village 
vicar giving a very amusing eulogy for an imaginary local parishioner. The final piece 
of the evening was Victoria Wood’s ‘Ballad of Barry and Freda’ (Let’s do it) sung by 
Kyle Hayes. 

The raffle raised £154 for Hospiscare, our designated charity for this year. 

Charity Cheque Presentation 

In January, Ottery Choral Society members were present at the official presentation 
of a cheque for £15,100 to the local Force Cancer Charity. This was the final total 
raised by the Classics Galore Concert in November, in which the Society performed. 

For more information regarding OSMCS please contact: osmcs@hotmail.co.uk    or 

Annie Bassett - Chairman   823331  

www.otterystmarychoral.org 
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Our Samba experience. 
Oak class went on a bus to Broadclyst. We walked to a big hall. In the hall we met a 
man and we talked about samba. Samba is noisy music from Brazil.  There were lots 
of instruments like, big bass drums, triangles, shakers, claves, cow bells and lots 
more. We learned how to play different rhythms on all the instruments.  

We are holding another music assembly on Thursday 3rd April at 2.00pm in the 
Village Hall and this is open to everyone in the village to attend. 

What a noise! It was important we all worked together and listened for the whistle 
that told us what to do next. We all had a great time. 

Class 5 poppy pictures 
In January 2014 class 5 painted very pretty poppy 
pictures. Some of them were fields and others 
were really detailed. One of them was a picture of 
a field of poppies with a cottage and another was 
a single poppy in a vase. 

Exactly 100 years ago, WW1 started on poppy 
fields; it was a horrible war and it lasted 4 years. 
We wear poppies to remember the people who 
died in the war.  

Our poppies are all different shapes, styles and sizes. 

Class 4 infographics 
An Infographic is a piece of paper with information, bar charts, pictograms, pictures 
and questions which the creator answers. They are much better than usual boring 
bar charts and column graphs which only have a tally and a chart. If you make an 
infographic you can do any topic you like for example Australia, WW1 and 
Victorians.  

Welcome to this editions contribution from the school. As always life is very busy 
and the children have been doing lots of different things.  
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WARTS UPDATE  
 

Hello and welcome to all new and existing members of W.A.R.T.S (Whimple 
Against Rising Tariffs).  Our aim is to periodically secure the services of the 
cheapest  oil provider to deliver to members within the EX5 Post Code. I am 
pleased to report our numbers have now increased to over180 households.  

Our last order date was 24th March where we achieved a price of 51.44 pence per 
litre + vat This compares to a best price quoted for 1000 litres of 54.20 pence per 
litre + vat and a worst price for 1000 litres of 56.50 pence per litre + vat. 

PLEASE BE AWARE: 

We are unable to quote an advanced ‘price per litre’; as the ‘number of drops 
ordered’ (on that day) PLUS the ‘price per litre’ (on that day) determines the ‘end 
price’ (on that day).  However, we can assure you, past experience tells us that our 
prices have consistently beaten any individual household prices over the past six 
years.  
  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2014:   
       

MONDAY 28th July 

MONDAY 17th November 
 

We would kindly remind you:  

ALL ORDERS FOR OIL SHOULD BE PLACED AT LEAST 

ONE WEEK BEFORE THE ABOVE ORDER DATES! 

(Minimum order: 500 litres.  Please allow a further 10 days for delivery)  

All existing (and potential new) members with access to e-mail may contact 
Graham Batten with their order/*registration at  gkbatten@btinternet.com Whereas 
those of you without e-mail, please call John Aiton on 823155.   

*Registration to include: Name/Address/Postcode and Telephone Number 
 

**DISCOUNTED BOILER SERVICING for 2014** 
We are very pleased to inform all members that there will be NO CHANGE TO 
THE PRICES first offered in 2011. These prices continue on into 2014 !!   
The format for booking your service remains the same:- 
£66 plus parts for Non-Condensing Boiler (no VAT payable) 
£71 plus parts for Condensing Boiler (no VAT payable). 
(Still very good prices against the norm of £85 - £90 plus parts and VAT in some 
cases).   
Place your order with Graham on 823317 or gkbatten@btinternet.com 
 

. 
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Whimple Parish Council (whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com) 
Chairman: John Griffiths 823480 
Clerk: Gerri Turner,  823385 
St. Mary’s Church 

Parish Priest: Chris Martin  822427 
SClub11 &  Impact: Maggie and Ian Spicer 823640 
Devon County Councillor (www.peterbowden.org.uk) 
Peter Bowden  823450 
East Devon Councillor 
Martin Gammell 823535 
Whimple Primary School (admin@whimple-primary.devon.sch.uk) 
Headteacher: Mrs. S. Jessop 822584 
Chair of Governors: Maria Wallis 823992  
Whimple History Society 
Chairman: David Rastall 822486 
Secretary: Roger Smith 822244 
Whimple Mothers Union 
Margaret Burrough  822257  
Whimple Pre-School & Toddler Group (whimplepreschool.weebly.com) 
Chair:  Mary Davis  823089 
Playleader: Tanya Chitty 823549  
Toddlers:  Caroline Rowe  07968 120255 
Whimple Womens Institute 
President: Pam Scanlan 822262 
Secretary: Ann Bowden 823450 
Whimple Over Sixties Club  
Chairman: Arthur Iball 822905 
Secretary: Beryl Iball 822905 
Whimple Recreation Trust 
Knowle Cross Sports Ground: Roger Smith 822244 
Whimple Village Produce Association. 
Vice Chairman, Paul Wilson 822744  
Whimple Football Club 
Chairman: Ian Stephenson Secretary: Julian Johnson  822639  
Whimple Tennis Club 
Secretary: Roddy Bridge  822057  
Treasurer: Adrian Rushworth  823276 
Whimple Cricket Club 
Booking Secretary: Liz Silk 822389  
Whimple Victory Hall 
Chair; Maria Wallis 823992 
Secretary: Pam Scanlan 822262 
Booking Sec: Ali Tierney 822724 
Whimpletons 
Ed Hitchcock 823194 
Wasters of Whimple 
Jenny Sanders 823015 
Alison Betts 823967 
St. Mary's Bellringers 
Captain: Roger Algate  822480 
Whimple Scout Group 
Group Scout Leader (and Marquee Booking): Alex Spry 822844 
Whimple Book Group 
Katy Howard 823038 
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WN89 

Editor 
Ed Hitchcock   823194 
 

Production 
Bob Scanlan   822262 
     bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk 
Sally Wilde    823246 
 

Delivery, Advertising and Community Diary 

Ed Hitchcock   823194 
     edhitch@btinternet.com 
Treasurer 
Miles Leonard   822415 
 

 

The Whimple News Team 
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15 BROAD STREET * OTTERY ST MARY * DEVON * EX11 1BY 

Tel: 01404 812000 
Website: www.hallandscott.co.uk 

 

Hall and Scott Estate Agents are proud to offer a friendly professional 
service which enables us to give your property maximum coverage in 

order to achieve the best possible price in the current market. 

Whimple remains a firm favourite with our applicants, because of the 
beautiful surroundings and quality properties it has to offer. 

 

Call us in confidence for a free market valuation on 01404 812000 
 

Superb full colour details. 

Advertising in the Midweek Herald, Express & Echo, Western Morning 
News & Property Platform. 

Double fronted property showroom and Internal Viewing Gallery. 

Prominent Sale Boards 

Accompanied viewings (if required) and feedback. 

All properties on the UK’s No 1 website www.rightmove.co.uk & also 

www.primelocation.com plus our website www.hallandscott.co.uk 

Take your property to London at our associated Park Lane office. 

Members of The Guild of Professional Estate Agents. 
 

The Largest Residential Letting Department in Ottery St Mary. 

Telephone: 01404 814040 
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The New  Fountain Inn 
Whimple, Devon 

A Traditional Olde Freehouse Village Inn 
 

As recommended by CAMRA ,  
The Good Beer Guide, The Real Ale Guide  

and the Quiet Pint Guide 
 
 

Real Ales 
Home Cooking 

 

Lunchtime & Evening Meals 7 days a Week 
 

Sunday Roasts etc - Vegetarian Choices 
Handmade Desserts, Children’s Menu  

& Toddler Portions 
 

Join us for a Friendly Drink, Bar Snack or 
an A La Carte Meal 

Bookings are Advisable 
 

Tel: 01404 822350 


